
House Passes Landmark Food Safety Bill 


Washington, D.C. &ndash; Rep. Anna G. Eshoo (D &ndash; Palo Alto) today voted in favor of a groundbreaking food
safety law that will shore up safety standards and strengthen federal enforcement powers to prevent the spread of deadly
food borne illnesses.  Rep. Eshoo serves on the House Energy and Commerce Committee and took an active role in
drafting the bill.



&ldquo;Too many people have been sickened by contaminated food sources and some have died,&rdquo; Rep. Eshoo
said.  &ldquo;This legislation will save lives and stop these outbreaks before they can cause permanent harm.&rdquo;



Rep Eshoo noted that in recent years thousands of Americans have been sickened by E. coli and salmonella outbreaks
in common foods such as spinach and peanut butter.  The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that 76
million people become ill and 5,000 die each year from tainted food. 



 
The Food Safety Enhancement Act of 2009 will increase the food industry&rsquo;s responsibility for monitoring the safety
of its products and will create an up-to-date registry of all food facilities serving American customers.  The bill gives the
Food and Drug Administration new authority to issue mandatory recalls of tainted foods and increases penalties imposed
on food facilities that fail to comply with safety requirements.   The Senate must act to pass the legislation before the bill
is sent to the President for his signature.



&ldquo;America needs to put in place a system that prevents contaminated food from entering our stores and
homes,&rdquo; Rep. Eshoo explained.  &ldquo;This legislation is the first step towards changing the food safety system
so that we prevent food borne illness outbreaks instead of reacting to them.&rdquo;



The Food Safety Enhancement Act of 2009 passed the House by a vote of 283-142.
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