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Wednesday, February 4, 2009 



Washington, D.C. &ndash; Congresswoman Anna G. Eshoo today voted to postpone the date of the Digital Television
(DTV) Transition to ensure that more households will be prepared for the switch.  The DTV Delay Act pushes the
deadline for terminating analog television broadcasts back approximately four months to June 12th and adds needed
fixes to the DTV coupon program.



&ldquo;It&rsquo;s become unfortunately clear that we are unprepared to transition to digital television on February
17th,&rdquo; said Eshoo.  &ldquo;Nearly 6.5 million households are unprepared for the DTV transition and over 2 million
coupons representing 1.2 million households are on a &lsquo;waiting list&rsquo; that cannot be cleared before the
February transition date, including 2,346 in the 14th Congressional District.&rdquo;



The DTV coupon program, which allows households to receive up to two $40 coupons to defray the cost of a converter
box, ran up against its funding limit and stopped issuing coupons in early January.  The National Telecommunications
and Information Administration (NTIA), which runs the coupon program, began a waiting list for consumers which quickly
grew into the millions.  Currently, the NTIA can only issue coupons to those on the waiting list as the coupons currently in
circulation expire.



&ldquo;This bill will cure the major problems of the coupon program by clearing the backlog of consumers waiting for
coupons, sending the coupons via first class mail and allowing consumers to reapply if their coupon has expired,&rdquo;
said Eshoo.
Once completed, the DTV transition will improve picture quality for consumers and free up airwaves for public safety and
new wireless broadband services.



To see video of Rep. Eshoo&rsquo;s remarks, click here .
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