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WASHINGTON, D.C. - The House of Representatives voted 340 to 87 today to approve an amendment by
Congresswoman Anna G. Eshoo, D-Palo Alto, co-Chair of the Congressional E9-1-1 Caucus, to provide $5 million for
grants to upgrade 9-1-1 call centers to trace the location of emergency calls made with mobile phones. 



"With the increasing number of emergency calls being made with mobile phones, 9-1-1 call centers have to be able to
quickly identify the location of callers in crisis situations," Eshoo said. "This funding will upgrade and enhance 9-1-1
centers with the technology necessary to respond to mobile phone users who need emergency help." 



Eshoo sponsored the ENHANCE 9-1-1 Act, which became law in 2004 and created a grant program to pay 50% of the
cost of upgrading 9-1-1 call centers so they can provide the most precise location of an emergency call from a mobile
phone. Since 1995, the number of 9-1-1 calls made by mobile phones has more than doubled to over 50 million a year. 



The program was authorized to provide up to $1.25 billion in grants over five years but Congress has yet to fund the
program, leaving significant coverage gaps in many communities across the country. Approximately 1,200 counties
nationwide have 9-1-1 call centers that cannot call back or locate an emergency call from a mobile phone. 



The funding in Eshoo's amendment would provide grants to 54 smaller counties to upgrade their wireless E9-1-1
capabilities or to up to 17 counties with populations over 100,000. 



The amendment to H.R. 3093, the Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year
2008, is endorsed by the National Emergency Number Association and the Association of Public-Safety Communications
Officials. 
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