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Introduction 

“This is the duty of our generation as we enter the twenty-first century -- solidarity with the weak, the persecuted, the lonely, the sick, and those in despair,” declared Elie Wiesel. We, the members of the 14th Congressional District Student Advisory Board, heard these words as a call to action. In the past decade, we have seen tremendous progress and movement towards universal human rights. However, there are still appalling instances of human rights violations across the globe. This year, we have chosen to focus our studies on women’s rights violations across the globe. We feel that until women are guaranteed rights without distinction based on gender, we cannot move forward as a society. For these reasons, we chose to explore violations on women’s rights throughout the world. 

Though our topics span the globe, we feel that each one touches the core notion of human rights. It is appalling that in a world that has achieved so much, we should still be fighting for women’s rights. Despite all the social progress that has been made in recent history, there is still much left to be desired. It was important to us that our individual topics represented various forms of women’s rights violations. So often when people think of women’s rights, images of suffragettes and cliched feminists come to mind. With this report, we wanted to demonstrate how these issues did not disappear with the turn of the century. Women’s rights violations remain an issue in all societies and cultures, and we wanted to reflect that. We have made an effort to present some of the most appalling women’s rights violations in depth and clarity in the hopes that through awareness and action, we can work to end these atrocities.  

We would like to thank the Congresswoman for providing us with the opportunity to explore matters of such importance at such a young age. The Student Advisory Board has given us the chance to contribute something to the centuries long discussion of human rights. We feel that this report reflects the passion we have for the topics and the effort we have put forth into this project. We hope you will join us in our concern for women’s rights around the world. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Brittany L. Whitehill 

The International Protection of the Rights of Female Activists 

Background 

              The issue of the political, civil, and human rights of women has been a crucial factor in modern-day politics. Many nations of the world have historically ignored the significance of these rights. Even today the political rights of women and advocates of female rights, for example the right to unite and protest oppressive, unjust governments, are often limited. Although domestic laws regarding the rights of citizens to protest are bound to vary among different nations, international standard regarding women’s rights should be enforced. 
              In her breakthrough Universal Declaration of Human Rights of the United Nations, in 1948, Eleanor Roosevelt attested that all humans of all nations were entitled to basic human rights. In Article 18 of the declaration, Roosevelt proposed that “Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this right includes freedom to change his religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in community with others and in public or private.” She later reiterated the rights of free expression of opinion in Article 20 stating that “Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and association.” 1 One may notice that neither the subject matter of the protestors, nor their gender is a consideration in the practice of this basic right. Thus, theoretically, all nations belonging to the United Nations have agreed to permit their citizens to congregate and protest in favor of women’s rights. This, however, has unfortunately yet to happen. 
              Bahrain, a nation which joined the United Nations in 1971, after the Universal Declaration of Human Rights had been established, has recently blatantly disobeyed the above Articles of the declaration by placing “arbitrary restrictions on freedom of expression, assembly, and association,” declares the Human Rights Watch. Moreover, the Bahraini government was accused by reporters for The Human Rights Watch of unfairly imprisoning “a prominent advocate for women’s rights in Bahrain, Ghada Jamsheer [who] heads the Women’s Petition Committee, a network of activists demanding the codification of the kingdom’s family laws and the reform of its family courts.” 2 Jamsheer is currently facing a fifteen year prison sentence for simply practicing her international human right. Unfortunately, Bahrain is only one in countless nations that have demeaned the rights of women and hindered the actions of feminist activists. 
              Despite its reputation of being a nation of justice and equality, and the relentless efforts of American feminists, the United States is among these nations that prohibit women from practicing these rights or fails to take all possible action to promote gender equality internationally. The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)3, adopted in 1979 by the UN General Assembly, is often described as an international bill of rights for women. This breakthrough legislation permitted women to practice political and social freedom. Although this convention was extremely popular among many nations, thirty-nine years after it was adopted by the United Nations, the United States remains among a small minority of nations including Iran, Sudan, Somalia, Qatar, Nauru, Palau and Tonga, as the “only country in the Western Hemisphere, and the only industrialized democracy that has not ratified this treaty”4. The United States’ failure to ratify CEDAW has led to the nation’s failure to exemplify support of international women’s rights to other nations, like Bahrain, where the political rights of women are virtually diminished. Although ratification of CEDAW may not have an immediate impact within our nation, it would certainly promote an international message of hope for women around the globe that have been neglected. 
  

A Possible Solution 


              The United States must contribute to the international support of the movement for political and social equality reform for women. To effectively convey the message that the United States is a nation that supports these rights, the government must prioritize promoting this message to other nations. One way for the United States government to effectively convey this message would be to publicly demonstrate support and supply funds to organizations that advocate political and educational rights for women. The U.S. department of Health and Home Services should be held accountable for attaining and distributing these funds. Organizations like the National Organization for Women5 need support to continue promoting gender equality. Similar organizations that promote international education and democracy are in dire need of governmental funds. Congresswomen Eshoo’s cosponsoring of the “Education for All Act”6 will help lead the international community to diplomacy and functioning democracy. This bill would greatly aid women internationally as they strive for education and political participation. More U.S. government involvement with such groups would help them to spread their mission throughout the United States and the world. 
              The reevaluation and enforcement of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is also vital in insuring that the political rights of women are protected internationally. All nations that belong to the United Nations should be held accountable to ensure their citizens these rights. Stricter enforcement from the United Nations of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights may be necessary to verify that oppressive governments do not diminish the internationally-granted political rights of women.  
              The United States’ ratification of The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women is one of the most important, long-awaited actions our government must take in the international promotion of women’s political rights. U.S. ratification of the bill would not only boost the credibility of our government that boasts equality, but also promote the rights of female political activists internationally. 
              We personally would like to thank Congresswoman Eshoo for cosponsoring the bill entitled “Expressing the sense of the House of Representatives that the Senate should ratify the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW)” in January, 2009. Each cosponsorship of bills like these is a crucial step in the ratification of CEDAW. The original bill introducing The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women as a solution to worldwide discrimination, however, has been waiting in committee for decades. If the crucial issue of gender-based discrimination is to be solved, immediate actions by the United States government must be taken. If actions are not taken, repercussions may be irreparable. 
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Carmen Tellez 
Sexual Assaults among the Indigenous Peoples of North America 

Introduction 

              Sexual assault is an appallingly common form of human rights violations. These instances of violence pervade every country, society, and class.  However, there is one demographic that is especially plagued by sexual violence against women: the Indigenous people of North America.  It is estimated that Native American women are 2.5 times more likely to be sexually assaulted than other women in America.  A study by the United States Department of Justice estimates that 34.1 percent of all Native American women will be raped in their lifetime1.  These statistics are shocking and sickening. What is worse is that some believe that these are conservative estimates since many cases of rape go unreported. The trauma of these cases goes past the crime itself even. Many women face insurmountable obstacles while trying to obtain justice for themselves. In the cases where a woman reports the sexual violence perpetrated against her, she will often find it difficult to find the help she needs in prosecuting the criminal.  As a nation, we must work to reduce sexual violence against Native American and Native Alaskan women through increased funding and empowerment to Tribal Law Enforcement, more funding for research about these crimes, and more resources for survivors. 
A Denial of Justice 

              The United States Federal Government recognizes less than six hundred American Indian and Alaskan Native tribes in the United States2, and each of these tribes’ governments is in a strange limbo with the United States Federal Government.  Each tribe is sovereign under US law, and each has jurisdiction over their lands and people3.  Though the tribes technically have control over their lands, they often face extensive obstacles in prosecuting criminals and protecting their people.  Tribal Governments have been perpetually underfunded by the US Government and more often than not, Tribal Governments are provided with significantly fewer resources than other local governments.  Tribal law enforcements frequently lack the skills and resources to provide victims of sexual assault with the assistance-- legal, medical, and psychological-- they are in need of.  Victims of sexual violence frequently are not given the care they need, including forensic examinations, which are vital in finding and persecuting the criminal. And this is rarely the last roadblock the women face.  There are frequently jurisdictional issues regarding cases of rape in tribal lands.  A case of sexual violence could potentially fall under the jurisdiction of the state, federal and tribal justice systems.  Determining which government has jurisdiction in the case often takes so long that the case never reaches trial and the victim is denied justice.  Tribal courts are also greatly limited in their scope of power.  In the likely case that the assaulter is a non-Native, the tribal courts do not have the power to try him.  In the case that the suspect is found guilty of sexual assault, Tribal Government can sentence him to no more than one short year in jail4.  These limitations on tribal government and the confusing arrangement of justice systems frequently delays the trials of accused rapists until the women cannot find justice. Until we reform this process, thousands of women’s rights to justice and safety will continue to be ignored. 
  

A Recommendation for Progress 

              The issue of sexual violence against Native American women is not something that will be quickly or easily dealt with.  Instead, it is a matter that will require countless months of work in order to reform the jurisdictional system that must be reformed in a way that will best assist and aid survivors of sexual violence.  In order to make the needed changes to secure and protect the rights of Indigenous women, the federal and state government must be committed to working alongside Indigenous nations in order to decrease these appalling human rights violations.  As a first step, the Federal government must start collecting accurate and representative data of sexual violence on Indigenous lands.  Only after this has begun to take place will we be able to clearly see the extent of these monstrosities.  Once the crimes have more visibility, the way in which the cases are dealt with must be reformed.  Federal and Tribal authorities must work in unison to create a stronger police force, which will allow the victims of these sex crimes access to the resources they need.  This, of course, will require Federal and State governments allocating more money to bolstering the effectiveness of tribal law enforcement. Given the geographic isolation of many of these places, it is imperative that the police force has the capability to respond quickly to reports of sexual violence. Increased funding would allow for more police forces to be stationed in Indian Country and Alaska Native lands. Delays in action could be devastating roadblocks in the path to justice.  When a woman reports an instance of sexual violence, she needs to be given the proper medical and psychological care.  It is extremely important that the women have access to free forensic examinations. It is also imperative that tribal courts have the powers to try suspects of non-Indigenous backgrounds.  When the cases are brought to court, they must be tried efficiently and with the deserving severity.  Only through these measures will we begin to be able to ensure justice and security for Indigenous women. 

  

The Tribal Law and Order Act of 2009 

  

              The Tribal Law and Order Act of 2009 seeks to greatly reduce sexual violence in tribal lands through a series of measures.  If passed, Tribal Law and Order Act would give more powers to Tribal Justice so they could prosecute suspects of any race, combat sexual violence, and increase funding for research regarding sexual violence on tribal lands.  Firstly, Title III- Section 301 of the bill provides for increased training and jurisdiction for tribal law officers.  Section 501 of the bill authorizes the Bureau of Justice Statistics to collect and analyze crime in tribal areas.  The Director of the Bureau is also required to present a report on the findings of the studies to Congress.  This would serve to bring more transparency to the brutal truths of sexual violence and crime in tribal lands.  Title VI of the bill serves to tend directly to the issue of sexual violence against Native American women.  Section 601 of the bill takes important steps towards ensuring that offenders are appropriately punished for their crimes.  It changes federal criminal code to allow for the Bureau of Prisons to provide tribal governments with more logistical help.  It also gives the National Institute of Corrections the ability to include tribal lands in their grants.  The bill also includes adjustments to the Indian Law Enforcement Reform Act.  These important measures include providing extensive training for law enforcement officers in how to address cases of sexual violence.  This would lead to an increase in evidence from the cases that could eventually lead to a conviction.  The bill also calls for better services for survivors of sexual violence, including victim advocate services and improved forensic examinations.  In all, the Tribal Law and Order Act is an invaluable step towards justice for the thousands of women whom feel trapped by the legal system.  The cost to taxpayers of America would only be five dollars between the years of 2010 and 2014.5 

  

Conclusion 

In conclusion, the issue of sexual violence against Indigenous women is one that cannot be ignored any longer.  Though this issue is not on the front pages of newspapers or sound bites in the evening news, it is a matter that cannot be ignored anymore.  The right to justice and protection is at the heart of any human rights discussion.  Native American and Native Alaskan women across the country are being denied access to these rights because of a convoluted justice system.  We, as a country, must prioritize the protection of Indigenous women.  Though achieving complete justice for all is a long way down the path, signing the Tribal Law and Order Act into a law would start the process. The Student Advisory Board suggests that the Congresswoman seriously consider signing on to this bill. 
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Rachel Bickert 
Pakistan and Women’s Educational Rights 

Background 

              Pakistan was one of the nations that signed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) on December 10, 1948.  Article 2 of the UDHR states: “Everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms set forth in this Declaration, without distinction of any kind…such as…sex…”  In addition, Article 26 states: “Everyone has the right to education…education shall be directed to…the strengthening of respect for human rights…it shall promote understanding, tolerance, and friendship…”.  The United States also signed the UHDR, and being at war with the Taliban, who have a presence in Pakistan, we are concerned about their actions that are restricting girls' access to education.  In 2008, Pakistan became a State Party to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR).  Article 3 of the ICESCR requires the States Parties to “ensure the equal right of men and women to the enjoyment of all economic, social and cultural rights.” Article 14 requires “education free of charge.”  In 1996, Pakistan acceded to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.  Article 10 of the CEDAW obligates States Parties to “take all appropriate measures to eliminate discrimination against women in order to ensure to them equal rights with men in the field of education and in particular to ensure, on a basis of equality of men and women.”  Finally, Article 25 of Pakistan’s own constitution states, “There shall be no discrimination on the basis of sex alone.”  Article 34 states “Steps shall be taken to ensure full participation of women in all spheres of national life.”1 

Problem 

              The Taliban controls the Swat Valley located in the northern part of Pakistan, approximately 100 miles northwest of the capital, Islamabad.  They have shut down over 400 schools that enroll more than 40,000 female students.  Over 170 schools have been bombed, including ten that tried to re-open after being shut down.2 These actions directly violate the UHDR, the ICESCR, the CEDAW, and Pakistan’s constitution.  These threats to girls' education by the Taliban have the potential to spread to other parts of Pakistan, which could result in the Taliban increasing its power in Pakistan and other countries.  
Solution 

              In September 2009, Senator John Kerry introduced a bill that became Public Law No: 111-73, or the Enhanced Partnership with Pakistan Act of 2009.  This law “authorizes the President to…support investments in people, particularly women and children, including--promoting modern, public primary and secondary education and vocational and technical training; support for the proper oversight of all educational institutions, as required by Pakistani law…for women and girls and to increase women's literacy, with a special emphasis on helping girls stay in school.” 3 In addition, Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (D - NY) introduced H.RES.262 in March 2009, which urges the House of Representatives to urge the Pakistan government to halt the shutdown of girls' education in Swat, Pakistan, since the Taliban unconstitutionally imposes it. 
              We encourage Congresswoman Eshoo to join as a co-sponsor on this bill, along with Representatives Filner (D - CA), McDermott (D - WA), Hinchey (D - NY), and Woolsey (D - CA).  This bill asks the government to address the situation facing girls in the Swat Valley.  This situation could have a devastating impact on the lives of more than 40,000 girls in the Swat Valley and many more in other parts of Pakistan.  Finally, it encourages the government to notice the progress that Pakistan is or is not making to enforce the rights of women.  The United States government should give support to strengthen Pakistan's enforcement of women's rights. 
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Beau Broughton 

Ewaste in Developing Countries 

Background 

  

Communities and business have gotten better in recent years about accepting consumers’ discarded electronic products such as computers and cell phones (termed “ewaste”) with collection bins and drop-off days, but most consumers don’t know where or even if their electronics are actually being recycled. Alan Hershkowitz of the National Resource Defense Council calls ewaste the “fastest growing component of the municipal waste stream worldwide.”1 In fact, 130,000 computers are discarded every single day in the United States in addition to 100 million cell phones annually.1 According to a report from the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), that the United States creates approximately 3 million metric tons of ewaste annually, making it the largest producer of ewaste. China produced 2.3 million metric tons per year.2 
The Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous Wastes and their Disposal was established by the UN in 1989 in an effort to control the hazardous garbage flowing from rich countries to poorer, developing ones, yet the United States did not sign on to the treaty.3 Thus, many companies export their ewaste to developing countries like China, India and Brazil that have to endure the burden of processing an enormous amount of electronic items. These countries are dealing with this abundance of imported ewaste simply because the labor costs are so much lower than in developed nations and the severe lack of regulation allows companies to handle the waste at a much lower price. Although there is the Basel Action Network, a watchdog group for the treaty, ewaste is still illegally transported from richer to poorer countries, as outlawed by the Convention. According to Time Magazine, “almost 80% of the discarded electronics” come from other countries, including, of course, the United States. 
  

Problem 

  

The exploited workers in developing nations have to deal with an immense amount of harsh chemicals because electronics, even the most modern ones, contain small amounts of toxins. These workers are usually not provided proper safety gear when handling and breaking down the electronics and are therefore exposed to life-threatening substances. They depend on this dangerous work to stay alive and in some towns the ewaste industry dominates. For example, in the city of Guiyu, China there are 5,500 businesses that exist solely to process ewaste and an estimated 1.5 million pounds of discarded electronics are dismantled in this region every single year.4 Time Magazine has labeled it “China’s Electronic Waste Village”4 because of the vast amount of ewaste it handles.4 According to the city’s website, $75 million per year are generated from the ewaste industry. 60 Minutes called Guiyu “one of the most toxic places on earth” and reporters and a camera crew traveled to the city and were met with a hostile local government and restricted access to the places where the ewaste was handles. Peasant farmers have flocked to towns like Guiyu to dismantle electronic waste for $8 a day because of a lack of work. The working conditions at these facilities raise a huge human rights concern. 
In addition, the failed attempt to process our e-waste is taking a huge environmental toll, as rivers and other waterways become overwhelmed with toxic chemicals and local people are forced to make a decision of whether to abandon their water source or do their best to avoid the harsh compounds. Ash from the combustion of coal is often dumped into the local waterways, turning them completely black. Acid baths are used to treat circuit boards because they contain gold and silver, although microscopic amounts. Lead and copper are also mined from the waste. Thus, there is a very high rate of lead poisoning in the population of children in Guiyu, with 70% having dangerous amounts of lead in their blood. Time Magazine accessed reports from the Shantou University, which say that the highest level of cancer-causing dioxins in the world are found in Guiyu, as well as 6 times higher incidents of miscarriages.4 

Although China is becoming more and more developed every day, there is still a strong traditional culture beneath the skyscrapers and bullet trains. Women are usually the family members who run errands and take care of the children and are therefore the most exposed to the toxins present in the environment. 

              

Solution 

  

Congresswoman Eshoo is fortunately already a Cosponsor of H.R.2595 (Title: To restrict certain exports of electronic waste.) and the Student Advisory Board appreciates her involvement in this important bill, which will put in place certain restrictions on exporting electronic waste. However, it is recommended that the Congresswoman becomes a Cosponsor of H.R.1580 (Title: Electronic Waste Research and Development Act) and H.R.3106 (Title: Hazardous Waste Electronic Manifest Establishment Act). 

Companies like Apple have tried to reduce the amount of toxic materials in their products, like lead, cadmium, and even mercury. According to Dell’s website, in 2009 they “became the first major computer manufacturer to ban the export of non-working electronics to developing countries.”5 These are fantastic moves and there needs to be a very strong pressure to urge more companies to take similar action. 

This is a topic that is not widely discussed, and since virtually all Americans own multiple electronic devices, it is our responsibility to make sure that our waste is dealt with in a sustainable and socially responsible manner and it is wonderful that our elected officials are taking action on this issue. 
  

Works Cited 
1 http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2008/11/06/60minutes/main4579229.shtml 

  

2 http://www.unep.org/PDF/PressReleases/E-Waste_publication_screen_FINALVERSION-              sml.pdf 

  

3 http://www.time.com/time/health/article/0,8599,1819127,00.html 

  

4 http://www.time.com/time/photogallery/0,29307,1870162_1822148,00.html 
5 http://content.dell.com/us/en/corp/d/press-releases/2009-04-21-microsoft-joins-              reconnect.aspx?c=us&l=en&s=corp 
              Nettie Mitchell-Brudnick 

Medical Care for Those in Need 

      The Issue 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights declares that “Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself...(including) medical care and necessary social services, and the right to security in the event of...sickness, disability...or other lack of livelihood in circumstances beyond his control”, yet this right is not even a possibility in third world countries. Men, women and children have to live their day-to-day lives in suffering because they do not get the medical and mental health attention they need. Women who are raped in Africa have no way of seeking physiological help. Victims of acid throwing cannot afford to get the reconstructive surgery they need. Children born with clef palettes are forced to live in pain and men dying of AIDS have no hope. Countries such as India, Pakistan and Mexico are extremely poor and do not have sufficient funds to bring aid to their people. In turn, many of their citizens are forced to live in poverty and cannot work or function in society because of their ailments, and in result the health of their nation suffers as well. 

Countries such as these need aid, but many American voters and legislations simply do not want to pay for foreigners’ medical care. However, if we examine the situation more closely we will see the benefits of devising a stable foreign aid package, where portions of money would go to hospitals and organizations that will support free medical and physiological help to the poor of the third world. The benefit would be that if we have more people living healthy lives and contributing to their own nation that will stimulate the global economy and we could later reduce the aid going to these countries once they had picked themselves up. It is crucial that the money is given to safe medical organizations and hospitals, and not in the hands of a corrupt government. Overall foreign medical aid would not only help the sick and suffering in other countries, but also the healthy in America. 
Aid Already Given  
Despite the seriousness of this phenomenon, there has not been sufficient foreign medical aid from the United States. The House passed a 48.8 billion dollar foreign aid bill, but it excluded funding for treatments against/for HIV and abortion, two common medical needs in third world countries. There have been many US organizations created to get women and children medical aid, such as, Doctors Without Borders, U.S. Agency for International Development and the Peace Corps, but many of these programs are under funded and facing extreme budget cuts due to the recession. The Senate Committee was planning to markup a Foreign Aid Reform Bill in 2009 and was seen as a strong but relatively modest attempt to increase the power and stature of the U.S. Agency for International Development, but there was no follow through on the bill. 
Proposal 
We propose that Congresswoman Anna Eshoo should simply support all reliable and well-backed foreign aid bills that provide money for medical aid to countries that need it, like the Foreign Aid Reform Bill of 2009 and other bills that directly give the aid to the hospitals, organizations and medical centers, run by people, rather than corrupt governments. In doing this we are establishing ourselves as a country that is genuinely concerned with the well being of other nations, improving our foreign relations, stimulating the global economy and ending the suffering of many. The United States is a country of wealth.  Why not share it? 
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International Women’s Freedom Act of 2009 

  

Introduction 
All over the world, women’s rights are being abused.  Countries everywhere adamantly refuse to protect the rights that women deserve as human beings, rights that were established by the International Declaration of Human Rights many years ago.  In Saudi Arabia, a 75-year-old woman was given 40 lashes and four months in jail for being with males not of blood kin1.  In Saipan, which is part of the United States Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, women are working in horrifying conditions inside of sweatshops2.  These women work over fourteen hours a day, are fired if they become pregnant, have limited to no bathroom breaks, work in rat-infested shops, and under dangerous conditions3.  In 2007, a bill was introduced to the House and Senate that would stop the United States from importing products from companies using sweatshops; it was never passed. 

  

Current Women’s Rights Organizations 
              Numerous organizations are working to promote women’s rights in both the United States and the rest of the world.  Madre is an organization that partners with women to find solutions to urgent local needs. It also works with sister organizations to solve urgent problems so that they are able to go further and find long-term solutions and create positive social change so that women’s rights are upheld worldwide.  National Organization for Women (NOW) “works to eliminate discrimination and harassment in the workplace, schools, the justice system, and all other sectors of society; secure abortion, birth control and reproductive rights for all women; end all forms of violence against women; eradicate racism, sexism and homophobia; and promote equality and justice in our society.”  Amnesty International USA (AIUSA) is also an active program that investigates and exposes abuses, and educates and organizes the public in order to try to transform societies so that they are safer and more just.  AIUSA does not ask for nor accept any funds from governments for its work and contribution to the human rights movement, which has earned the organization a Nobel Peace Prize.  These organizations have more in common than their passion for human rights; none of them are largely affiliated with or funded by governments. 
However, there are some women’s rights organizations with a strong connection to government.  For example, the Commission on the Status of Women is a commission of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC).  This commission is specifically dedicated to achieving gender equality and advancing women all over the world.  Members from around the world meet annually to evaluate how women’s rights have progressed internationally.  Probably the largest of the few women’s rights groups with strong affiliations to the US government is Violence Against Women (VAW), which works with numerous projects, including the Office on Violence Against Women, which is part of the United States Department of Justice.  Clearly, the executive branch of our federal government heads none of these organizations. 
  

Benefits of the Bill 
              It is our assertion that executive action for international women’s rights would be extremely beneficial for the movement.  The International Women’s Freedom Act of 2009 presents a multitude of beneficial programs and responsibilities for executives of the US government.  The Secretary of State would play a large role in the implementation of this bill.  He or she would establish an internet site that would aid in keeping the public informed of the government’s actions for women’s rights and how the public can get involved.  He or she would also issue briefs on women’s rights concerns and keep prisoner lists of violators of women’s rights.  Also within the Department of State, an Office of International Women’s Rights would be established.  The bill proposes to amend the Foreign Service Act to include more clarification on the internationally recognized rights of women & clarification on aspects and manifestations of violations of those rights for service officers in training.  This education would greatly increase the knowledge of those advocating and enforcing international women’s rights.  The bill also directs specific actions for the president to take in instances of severe women’s rights violations and would prevent foreign officials who have taken part in severe violations to enter the US.  Clearly, the executive branch of government would be taking more action toward international progress for women’s rights and involving the American people in this noble movement. 

  

Recommendations 
              The bill would do this and so much more to bolster our government’s participation in progress for women’s rights. We propose that Ms. Eshoo sign onto this bill and to raise awareness and support for this bill. She could also sign onto the Violence Against Women Act of 2010, which also contains very useful proposals, such as establishing the Office for Global Women’s Issues. It is imperative that these bills not be ignored, for the sake of the women’s rights movement and women around the world. We also believe that it would be wise to inform our current Secretary of State Hillary Clinton about these bills if she is not already aware of their existence and importance. With as much support as possible from congress and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, it is our assertion that these bills could change the way our government and the American people involve themselves in the international movement for women’s rights. 
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Conclusion 

  

              As you probably noticed during the presentations, this is a small group of students with a whole lot of heart and passion. Human rights are a very broad and ominous topic, but we took on the challenge. We want to thank Representative Eshoo for her continued support of the local youth. Her commitment to this unique Advisory Board makes it possible for young people to truly make a difference not just in our community but in the government of the United States. 

              

              As the Student Advisory Board has just shown, there is much work to be done on the topic of women’s rights. Women’s rights are not an issue unique to a singular part of the world, which we made an effort to demonstrate to you today. Although each topic we have presented comes to us from three continents and varied cultures, each possesses a terrible violation of women’s rights. We hope that not only Representative Eshoo takes notice of the message of our report. We want you, citizens of the 14th Congressional District, and everyone all over the world to take notice of the horrors that are happening to women and children all over the world. 
  

              If this world can award Nobel Prizes for peace, or come together as one every two years for a peaceful demonstration of the globe’s finest athletes, it is disheartening that human rights violations against women still occur. This Student Advisory Board has been lucky enough to get the chance to join the conversation. Although we are only a group of six students from a very small town, our ideas are an encouraging and auspicious beginning. 
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