Shinar G Eshoo W.@ 6. 205715
Fovrtoonidy Distrint

balifomi

March 2, 2006

The Honorable Joe Barton, Chairman The Honorable John D. Dingell, Ranking Member
Committee on Energy and Commerce Committee on Energy and Commerce

2125 Rayburn House Office Building 2322 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Wasl'lington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Barton and Ranking Member Dingeu:

Late last year I contacted you about the Committee’s consideration of broadband
telecommunications legislation, urging you to engage with Members of the Committee for
a more open, broad-based discussion on this critical issue. While we have not yet had the
opportunity to discuss these matters or conduct additional hearings on critical issues
related to telecommunications reform, it appears that the Telecommunications
Subcommittee will be consi(lering ]egisla‘cion this month to relax regulations on
broadband video Eranchising for the benefit of large telecommunications providers.

We all support the possi.l)ility of additional consumer choices and competition among
broadband proviclers, but I believe that as we consider new regulatory “rules of the road”
for broadband providers we should not enable them to stifle competition in the provision
of Internet content, app]ications, and services. Franchising relief should not be
considered ]Jy the Committee without due consideration of the terms by which these
carriers will make content available to consumers. It's appropriate and necessary for the

Committee and Congress to ensure that the non-discriminatory framewor]:z that has
allowed both the [nternet to thrive and competition on the Web to flourish is Dreser\recl.

Without meaningful, enforceable “Net Neutrality” rules, we will be enabling network
operators to {'undamentaﬂy change the open nature of the Internet and a.uowing them to
become ga’celzeepers for Internet users’ access to content.

I think it's important for the Committee to address these issues as expeclitiously as
possible, but we must consider all of the relevant issues in a compre]lensive manner. |
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also hope that we'll have the opportunity to have hearings on these speciﬁc issues to learn
more about the various points of view and 1egislative proposals.

I look forward to worlzing with you to clevelop legislation that will provide an appropriate
legal and regu]atory framework for our nation’s communications infrastructure for the

21" Century. I will work with you to procluce this outcome.

S incerely,

cc: Members of the Telecommunications and Internet Subcommittee




