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Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support of the conference report. 

This week marks 3 years since the National Commission on Terrorist Attacks Upon the United States, also known as the 9/11 Commission, issued a comprehensive set of bipartisan recommendations to Congress to address the shortcomings in our Nation's intelligence infrastructure that led to the tragic attacks of 9/11. 

While Congress acted on some of the recommendations, many of the Commission's most important recommendations sat on a shelf for two-and-a-half years, until the first 100 hours of the 110th Congress. 

We acted quickly to pass legislation to: 

Ensure homeland security grants are targeted for states and high-risk urban areas based on risk of terrorism; 

Improve interoperability of first-responder communications at local, State, and Federal levels; 

Provide over $4 billion over 4 years for rail, transit, and bus security grants; 

Mandate screening of all maritime cargo within five years and all airline cargo within 3 years; and 

Provide sunshine on the activities of the Intelligence Community by requiring the President to publicly disclose the total budget for the intelligence community. 

Now that the Senate has also acted and we have the Conference Report before us, I urge my colleagues to pass this legislation and send it to the President's desk for his signature. 

These are not partisan issues. Assessing blame for past failures will not help us protect our future. However, refusing to recognize these failures and not take the critical steps to ensure that they don't ever occur again is not acceptable. 

The American people owe a great deal to the work of the 9/11 Commission and the inspired leadership of the families of 9/11 victims, without whom the original legislation would not have become law. 

These reforms are long overdue and we should not waste another day in enacting them into law. 

##
