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Americans of my generation, and my parents’ generation, have always accepted it as an article of faith that the United States leads the world in invention, ingenuity, and innovation.  No matter what the challenge, America has risen to meet the competition and we have come out on top.

In the 1930’s the United States and our Allies became increasingly concerned about Germany’s growing expertise in the field of theoretical physics, and the possibility that the Nazi government could develop a nuclear bomb.

President Roosevelt responded by establishing the Manhattan Project, and our scientists ushered in the Nuclear Age.

On April 12, 1961, America awoke to the news that the Soviet cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin had orbited the Earth in outer space – the Soviet Union had soared ahead of us in the space race.

A few weeks later, President Kennedy challenged the nation to “commit itself to achieving the goal, before this decade is out, of landing a man on the moon and returning him safely to earth.”

America responded and in 1969 Neil Armstrong took the “giant leap for mankind” on the moon.

Our country now faces a similar challenge.  We are in serious danger of falling behind our global competitors in Europe and Asia in critical fields of innovation and technology.

Our children have fallen behind the rest of the world in critical math and science skills.  We lag behind other economic powers in our investment in research and science.  We rank 25th in broadband penetration worldwide.

The alarm bells are sounding – and we have a responsibility to future generations of Americans to respond.

Nearly two years ago I joined with House Democratic Leader Nancy Pelosi and other colleagues to launch The Innovation Agenda: A Commitment to Competitiveness.  The policy proposals we developed were the result of extensive consultation and meetings that began at Stanford University and were then held elsewhere around the country with leaders from the high-technology, biotechnology, venture capital and academic communities.

This legislation embodies many of the most important elements of the Agenda, and it’s exciting that Congress will pass this Conference Report this week and send it to the President.
The bill authorizes funding which will double the funding for the National Science Foundation and the Department of Energy’s Office of Science in seven years.  It will double the funding for the National Institute of Standards and Technology, and the Manufacturing Extension Partnership in ten years.

The legislation will prepare thousands of teachers in math and science, establish a new Advanced Research Projects Agency for Energy (ARPA-E), and fund high-risk, high-reward, pre-competitive technology development (the Technology Innovation Program).
This legislation helps lay the groundwork for regaining our economic footing and ensuring that the 21st Century is an American Century.
I congratulate Chairman Gordon on this important achievement for our country and I strongly urge my colleagues to support the Conference Report.
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