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Statement of Congresswoman Anna Eshoo
On H.R. 3162 the Children’s Health and Medicare Protection Act
U.S. House of Representatives

August 1, 2007
Madam Chairwoman, this is one of the most exciting and rewarding days for me since coming to Congress because we are expanding health insurance for children, covering 11 million kids in our country.

The fact that there are nearly 9 million children in America without guaranteed healthcare is a national disgrace.  We have an obligation to address this and this legislation will erase this national shame by insuring them.

Ten years ago, Congress created SCHIP with broad bipartisan support.  Today, more than 6 million children are enrolled in this successful program, but unless Congress acts to reauthorize it before September 30th, the program will expire and 6 million children will be without coverage.
The total cost of this legislation is $50 billion and we have fully paid for these expenditures with new revenues from tobacco products and savings from wasteful overpayments to private Medicare insurers, without charging a cent to our national debt or deficit.
A broad coalition of healthcare providers, seniors groups, children’s groups, labor unions, patient advocacy groups, and state and local programs have endorsed this bill, including the AARP, the AMA, the American Hospital Association, the American Public Health Association, the Children’s Defense Fund, and the National Governors Association.  I also want to note that a coalition of both Democratic and Republican Governors are advocating in support of increased funding for SCHIP improvements and reauthorization.
The CHAMP Act strengthens Medicare by preventing a scheduled 10% cut to physician reimbursements, and addresses the geographic payment locality issue which has forced doctors in my congressional district and across the country to close their doors to new Medicare patients.
There are other important improvements in this bill:
· Medicare beneficiaries are allowed to continue seeing a doctor of their choice;

· Low-income seniors will have assistance with their out-of-pocket costs;

· Preventive health care and mental health benefits for Medicare are enhanced; and 
· Rural providers and services are bolstered.
Some of my Republican colleagues and the President say this represents a federal takeover of healthcare.  The fact is millions of America’s children will still have private insurance.  But most importantly by passing this bill to insure all of America’s children, we address one of the great challenges of our time and when we do, we will live up to the greatness of our nation and its future leaders.

I urge my colleagues to support this legislation, remembering the admonition of Marian Wright Edelman:  “If we don’t stand up for children, then we don’t stand for much.”
