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The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo

U.S. House of Representatives

Statement on H .R. 3221, the New Direction for Energy Independence, National Security, and Consumer Protection Act

August 4, 2007

Madam Chairwoman, I rise in support of this bill because it takes a new approach on energy policy.  
Instead of addressing issues of supply and demand and purely parochial interests, we are fixed on achieving two goals:

1) Becoming energy independent; and 
2) Addressing the threat of global warming.
This bill is the first step in meeting these goals.  It represents the work of 10 House Committees. 

In the Energy and Commerce Committee, we spent two full days debating and crafting legislation to raise 43 efficiency standards for appliances and buildings.  Once fully implemented, the bill will reduce carbon dioxide emissions by 10 billion tons.  That is more than the emissions of all the cars on the road today.
I’m proud that the bill contains a provision I proposed to improve the efficiency of computer data centers – the facilities that are the backbone of our information economy.

The bill also creates an energy efficiency block grant to assist localities in taking innovative steps to improve energy efficiency.
It invests in developing cellulosic ethanol production and renewable fuel distribution, as well as plug-in hybrid electric vehicles.

I’m pleased that Ways and Means Committee has included a provision in its part of this energy package to end the perverse tax loophole that gives businesses a $25,000 tax deduction for the purchase of SUVs weighing more than 6,000 pounds.  I introduced the first legislation to close this loophole in 2003, and I’m pleased we’re taking this step today.

I believe we can and should do more.
First, we should do as California and many other states have done:  Adopt a national renewable electricity standard (RES).  I’m pleased we have the opportunity today to vote for an RES amendment that will require 15% of our electricity to come from renewable resources.  
Second, we need to address the fuel economy of our automobile fleet.  Although this is not part of our debate today, I look forward to addressing it as we take up additional energy legislation in the fall.
Madam Chairwoman, we have a long way to go toward fully addressing global warming and energy independence.  This energy package represents an important first step and I urge my colleagues to support it. 
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